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2017 Annual
Meeting May 20th

T

he Groveland Cemetery
Association annual meeting
will be held Saturday, May 20,
2017 at the Minnetonka Community Center starting at 10:00
AM.
Owners of gravesites, survivors and next of kin, 18 years
of age or older are eligible to
attend and vote on business
that may come before the
meeting.
The Community
Center is located just north of
Minnetonka Blvd. at Williston
Road. There is plenty of parking. Come in the entrance by
the fountain. The Minnetonka
Mills Room is located to the
right on the first floor. Refreshments will be served.




Memorial Day is
May 29th This Year

O

ur Memorial Day service
will be observed beginning with the flag ceremony
by American Legion Post 259
at 9:00 A.M. Monday, May
29. Our guest speaker will be
Dean Mooney, a U.S. Navy

veteran of the Vietnam War.
After his service, Mr. Mooney
had a long and varied career
as a Police Officer, Investigator and retired as the Police
Chief in Mound. We invite
you, your family, friends and
neighbors to come and enjoy
the fellowship, conversation
and refreshments with everyone before and after the service. Parking is available in
the Groveland School east lot.
Enter the cemetery through
the east gate near our utility
building. We are looking forward to seeing you on this
very special occasion. Flags
will mark the graves of all of
our approximately 300 veterans.




Kathy Casmer
1/31/1948 - 2/1/2017

Trustee

T

he Groveland Cemetery
Board of Directors is sad to
relay the loss of Kathy Casmer,
who passed away February 1,
2017. A memorial service was
held for her at the Wayzata

Community Church on February 20, 2017.
Kathy joined the Groveland
Board in April 2015 and was a
valuable and active member of
the board, bringing her vast
knowledge and experience of

Kathy Casmer

non-profit and foundation organizations to the group.
Over the years, she was recognized by the community for
her love of education and as a
dedicated member of Minnetonka School Board, where
she served as chairwoman during her tenure. Prior to joining the Groveland Cemetery
Board of Directors, Kathy also
served as the president of the A
Breath of Hope Lung Foundation.
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President's
Report

T

his year we added two extra
meetings to the cemetery
board’s schedule for the
express purpose of doing some
long-range planning. During
those two meetings we made
some decisions on the following topics:
 The Groveland Cemetery
Mission Statement was reviewed and revised. The mission statement is useful as a
guide in making decisions such
as those that follow. The mission statement in its revised
state is in the next article, below.
 Our commitment to maintaining the “beautiful landscape” of the cemetery, as stated in our mission, was affirmed. The cemetery Administrator monitors this, but some
assistance and coordination
with the board was determined
to be desirable. A board member was assigned to this role of
liaison.
 Issues with the cemetery water supply, which is currently
being supplied by our own private well, were discussed. We
decided to connect to the city
water system last August when
the road and water lines were
being replaced. We now have a
water line from the city line
directly into our maintenance
building. The line is not in service now but can quickly be put
into service at any time. We
will abandon our well and start
using city water when our well

can no longer serve us adequately.
 To preserve, protect, and
strengthen our assets, as stated
in our mission statement, an
Investment Policy for the management of long-term investments was formulated, along
with the appointment of an investment subcommittee. The
sub-committee currently is
composed of the Treasurer and
the Vice President.
 A columbarium on the cemetery property was discussed. A
columbarium would give us
more available space for
inturnment without having to
purchase more property. The
board concluded that a location
within our cemetery would be
selected and reserved for a columbarium, and any further action would tabled for the present. A columbarium consultant assisted with the determination of the location that was
reserved.
 Board officers, board size,
and by-laws were discussed,
and some major changes were
made to the association bylaws. These by-laws changes
will be brought forward to the
membership for ratification at
the annual meeting in May,
2017. The proposed by-laws
are posted on the Groveland
Cemetery
web
site
at
www.grovelandcemetery.org
on the Recent and Future
Events Page, and can be reviewed before the annual meeting.
 A review of our lot sales history and our pricing structure,
along with an estimation of fu2

ture income, was undertaken.
A survey was done of other
cemeteries in the area to compare to our current pricing.
Keeping in mind our mission of
providing affordable cemetery
services, no lot prices were
changed, but a slight increase in
the interment fee structure was
approved. We believe we are
now in a position to sustain and
continually increase our reserves for the next 30 years.
I want to take this opportunity
to thank the board and our Administrator for their diligent
work in completing this longterm planning process.
We
resolved issues, determined
guideposts for future decision
making, updated our foundation documentation, and remain
with a strong belief that we
have positioned the cemetery
well for the foreseeable future.
 Please join us for the
Groveland Cemetery Annual
Membership meeting on May
20th at 10 AM in the Minnetonka City Hall and the
Memorial Day Service on
May 29 th at 9 AM at the cemetery.
Dennis Cerkvenik - President
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G

roveland Cemetery is
continuing to enjoy a stable and well-charted course.
Thank you to the Board of
Directors for their wisdom
and hard work providing the
necessary direction. Kathy
Casmer will certainly be
missed on the Board.
The cemetery had 25 burials
this year, 11 traditional and
14 cremations. We had lot
sales of 34 (30 regular and 4
cremation graves), compared
to a total of 41for last year.
Lawn fertilizing and weed
control program was continued through NatureScape
with three applications. The
ample rains last summer made
keeping up with the mowing
schedule challenging. Buckthorn and dead trees were removed from the west school
fence area. More wood chips
are continually spread on the
west area of Section 8. This
winter we had some major
tree work done. Several dead
or dangerously cracked trees
were removed and all the
oaks were trimmed along with
several other trees. The trimming and thinning of some
trees will aid in our efforts to
reseed some sparse areas by
allowing more sun to reach
these spots. We also plan to
continue spraying the crabapple trees for apple scab fungus. These activities were

3

made possible by the generous support of your donations.
I attended the annual MN
Association of Cemeteries
conference held in Hinckley
once again in September. This
is always a great learning experience with knowledgeable
national speakers and round
table discussions with other
administrators.
We made it through the city
road project last summer
without many issues. However, the city has realized that
two of our driveways ended
up much steeper than anticipated due to the lowering and
leveling off of Woodlawn
Avenue for better sightlines.
They plan to rectify the problem this spring by sloping our
driveways over a longer distance, possibly with small retaining walls on either side(s)
of the driveways if needed.
The Metropolitan Council is
currently doing some sewer
work in the park, our north
end and the school property.
Some equipment and temporary pipes will be on our
property until completion in
the early fall.
Please introduce yourself
when you see me on the
grounds, and feel free to call
me at 952-847-0011 or email:
info@grovelandcemetery.org
Shelley Duoos, Administrator
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Plants, Wreaths &
Headstones

Butterfly Garden
2016 Landscape
Addition

G

roveland is one of the few
cemeteries to allow flowers to be planted in the ground.
Pots in stands are allowed,
preferably placed to the left
and in line with the marker.
Please take note of these few
reminders:
 Make sure your pot fits the

G

the spring to allow for new
growth, and weeding. All edging must be flat with the
ground.
 Families are also responsible
for caring for headstones:
trimming overgrown grass and
leveling. Tips for cleaning
plant stand. If the pot is too headstones can be found on our
small, it blows over in the website.
wind. If you put a pot out in the  Wreath stands need to be
spring, make an effort to stop firmly pushed into the ground
by once a week to water it, or before it freezes and wreaths
remove it. Do not set pots on need to be tied on the stand in 3
the marker or ground. They places to withstand the strong
must be in a stand – stands can west winds.
be purchased at Tonkadale  Be a friend of the cemetery
Greenhouse for $35. Please and water other plants near
mark them with your name. your site that need attention, if
Other decorations such as bal- possible. Volunteers are also
loons, ceramic figurines, and welcome to beautify several
solar lights are strongly dis- cement planters in the cemetery
couraged. Remember, artificial by planting flowers and caring
flowers and glass are not al- for them.
lowed at any time and will be
Shelley Duoos, Administrator
removed. Plants in the ground
may need less watering, but
they do require care; trimming


down in the fall or cutting off in
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roveland Cemetery has a
new look this spring,
thanks to Rob Peterson, Shelley
Duoos and Sue Jerutis. Since
the southwest corner of the
cemetery along Minnetonka
Blvd was a challenge for grass
to grow, it was decided to plant
a perennial garden that would
attract butterflies and bees.
Rob prepped the area with fresh
black dirt and Shelley and Sue
planted native perennial plants
and annuals for color. The
plants included a Weigela bush,
various milkweed and Liatris
varieties and other native
plants. Several rocks were also
added for a resting and warming spot for the butterflies.

We are looking for volunteers to help maintain the garden this year. If anyone is willing or interested, please call
Shelley. We will be looking to
wake up the garden the week of
May 8th if the weather permits.
Anyone who has perennials for
a butterfly garden, please let us
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know. Also, any donations
would be appreciated.
You may also have noticed
that we have been working on
clearing the buckthorn along
the fence that borders the
school. The west fence will also
be repaired. Eventually the
west fence will be replaced and
additional landscaping will be
done.
We are very fortunate to have
such a lovely resting space for
our dear departed loved ones.



Board Elections

T

wo trustees’ two year terms
will expire with the annual
meeting. Running for reelection are: Bob Nash, Joe
Dzurik Jr. We currently have
six members on the board, and
by-laws provide that the board
can consist of five to eight
members. Please let us know
if you are interested in serving
in one of the available positions on our Board.




Delano
“Deacon Joe Kittok”

S

ome of you that attend our
Annual Meetings may have
heard Joe speak and it’s worth
sharing his story. Our wonderful Groveland grave digger, Joe
Kittok, was recently highlighted in an issue of The Catholic
Spirit publication. He has been
a professional grave digger for

44 years, and now digs about
300 graves per year in 30 cemeteries in the western suburbs of
Minneapolis.
He remembers his first digging job in January of 1972 for
a lady named Emily Brown of
Delano. Joe had just returned
from two U.S. Army tours in
Vietnam and was working at a
plastics factory. His neighbor
came over asking for help at the
public cemetery in Delano. Joe
and his brother thought they
could help him out. The job
didn't work out for his brother,
so Joe took over it and turned it
into a full-time job.

Treasurer’s Report

T

he Groveland Cemetery
fiscal year began May 1,
2016 and ended April 30, 2017.
This report is being written before the numbers are finalized
to meet the Gazette mailing
schedule, so they are approximate. Final numbers will be
available at the annual meeting.
We had a good year and estimate the net income at
$10,000.
When we purchased the 7/8
acre on the north side of the old
cemetery in 2008, sections 7 &
8, we added over $300,000 to
the fixed asset value on the balance sheet. While the loan for
the purchase of the property
An important part of the dig- was paid off last year, we did
ging process for him comes at not reduce the asset value when
the end when he stands over the lots in these sections were sold.
hole after the casket has been Starting this fiscal year, the
placed there or when he is on Board decided to reduce the
his knees filling in a cremation asset value of lots when they
burial. He says a prayer for the are sold to more accurately redeceased. It is very reassuring flect fixed assets. This change
for the survivors to know that reduces the net income reporthere is somebody like Joe to ed, but does not affect the cash
care for that hole in the ground in the checking account. The
- to fill it again, make it safe net income would have inand secure, and then to pray for creased by about $12,000 if we
the person. Joe says he feels did not make this change in
useful and enjoys serving peo- reporting.
ple. He’s glad to have found
Our investments have inhis niche in life.
creased by about $26,000 this
year to $78,000. These invest5
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ments were made in accordance
with the investment policy. We
retain these funds as a reserve
in the event of shortfalls in operating funds.
The Board reviews our financial situation monthly and
compares it to a budget. This
past year we slightly exceeded
the net income. While income
is unpredictable, expenses are
well managed by Board and
administrator, Shelley Duoos.
Donations increased this year
and are used for improvements
or needed maintenance. This
past year we used the donations
to trim/remove trees and add
city water connection if our
well fails in the future. Thank
you for your generosity.
Detailed financial reports will
be handed out at the annual
meeting in May and are available on request. We are operating on a cash basis accounting
option.










Charles and Marjorie Nagel
Scott and Katie Nagel
Thomas and Eve Rutter
William and Mary Shimp
Mark and Patricia Smith
Doug and Jan Stepanek
Sally Thompson
Thomas and Rita Welch





Groveland Gazette
Available by Email

T

his Gazette is also being
emailed to Cemetery
members who have requested
this service. If you would
like
to
receive
your
Groveland Gazette via email
rather than by postal mail, we
would be happy to accommodate you. You would save the
cemetery the cost of postage
and handling and the electronic version is in color. Please
email us at:
info@grovelandcemetery.org

Include the message “Please
send my Gazette by email”.


We’ll respond with a test
copy of this Gazette, and then
New Owners
send future issues only by eelcome to new owners
mail until you request us to
since the last newsletter:
stop or you close your email
 Charlotte Anderson
account. Receiving your Ga William Beck
zette by email will not re Dennis and Ann Beckner
move your name from the
 Heidi Clark
mailing list or from our data Anna & Michael Doyle
base.
Joe Dzurik, Treasurer

W






John and Therese Fitch
Jo Goodell-Holmes
Lois Kamerud
Michael Lemieux
Diane Montgomery
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Board of Directors
President:
Dennis F. Cerkvenik,
952-473-4376

Vice President:
Robert F. Nash,
952-476-0434

Secretary:
Jeff H. Walton,
952-943-2064

Treasurer:
Joseph W. Dzurik,
952-417-6251

Trustee:
Sue Jerutis,
952-473-3183

Trustee:
Lowell M. Kleppe,
763-473-9744

Groveland Staff
Administrator:
Shelley Duoos
952-847-0011

Caretaker:
Robert Peterson,
952-393-3554

7

CONTRIBUTION FORM
YOUR NAME: _______________________________________
YOUR ADDRESS: ___________________________________
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS:

(optional) ______________________

Groveland Cemetery Association is a volunteer organization.
In order to help with the maintenance of the Cemetery
grounds, we would like to make the following voluntary contribution to be used to improve the conditions in the cemetery:
AMOUNT: ____________
Please mail this form and your check payable to the
Groveland Cemetery Association to:
Groveland Cemetery Association
3300 Woodlawn Avenue
Wayzata, MN 55391-2821
Attn: Joe Dzurik, Treasurer

Any amount will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you!
Your Cemetery Board
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Groveland Cemetery Association
3300 Woodlawn Avenue
Wayzata, MN 55391-2821
Address Service Requested

Groveland Cemetery Association
3300 Woodlawn Avenue
Wayzata, Minnesota 55391-2821
Phone: 952-847-0011
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